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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
07/17/06 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stevens, Patent #6,404,880. 

Regarding claim 1, Stevens teaches a method for providing a notification of an 
event, said method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a communication(col.2 lines 34-43 and col.3 lines 12-36); 
determining an originating endpoint address on a network associated with said 
communication^ 10 or 1 10A Fig. 1 is originating endpoint address and col.4 lines 20-48); 
identifying one or more designated persons associated with said originating endpoint 
address associated with said communication, wherein at least one of said designated 
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persons is not a sender of said communication (fig. 2; designated recipient is associated 
with originating endpoint address; furthermore, the weather service sends the 
communication, not the subscriber), 

generating a notification message, and sending said notification message to said one or 
more designated persons(col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 2, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
notification message is provided to said one or more designated persons in accordance 
with preference information specified by each of said one or more designated 
persons(Fig.2). 

Regarding claim 3, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein content for 
said notification message is obtained substantially close in time to when said notification 
message is provided to said one or more designated persons(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, 
and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 4, Stevens teaches the method of claim 2, wherein said 
preference information includes at least one 
media preference(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 5, Stevens teaches the method of claim 2, wherein said 
preference information, includes at least one human language type preference(Fig.2, 
col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 6, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said endpoint 
is identified based on a telephone number of a calling party associated with said 
communication(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 
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Regarding claim 7, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
endpoint is identified based on an address 

associated with said communication(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col. 3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 8, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1, wherein said 
identifying, generating and sending steps are performed in response to said received 
communication being placed to a specified telephone number(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, 
and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 9, Stevens teaches the method of claim,1 , wherein said event 
is an emergency that has been reported to a receiver(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 
lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 10, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1, wherein said event 
is a telephone call that has been placed to a help desk(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and 
col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Stevens teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
the step of receiving at least one 

response to said notification message(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 12, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
the step of receiving at least one status update from at least one of said one or more 
designated third persons(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 13, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
the step of dispatching an appropriate response to said communication(Fig.2, col.2 lines 
34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 
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Regarding claim 14, Stevens teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising 
the step of receiving at least one status update from a person associated with said 
appropriate response(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 15, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
the step of notifying at least one of said one or more designated third persons of a 
status update(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 16, Stevens teaches the method of claim 1, wherein said 
notification message is provided to said one or more designated third persons in 
accordance with a communication flow that describes whether each of said one or more 
designated third persons is notified based on a response from at least one other of said 
one or more designated persons(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 17. Stevens t eaches an apparatus for providing a notification 
of an event, comprising: 

a memory and at least one processor, coupled to the memory(Fig.l), operative to: 
receive a communication(col.2 lines 34-49); 

determining an originating endpoint address on a network associated with said 
communicationf 110 or 1 10A Fig. 1 is originating endpoint address and col.4 lines 20-48); 
identifying one or more designated persons associated with said originating endpoint 
address associated with said communication wherein at least one of said designated 
persons is not a sender of said communicationf/7g.2; designated recipient is associated 
with originating endpoint address; furthermore, the weather system sends the 
communication, not the subscriber), 
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generate a notification message, and send said notification message to said one or 
more designated persons(col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 18, Stevens teaches the apparatus of claim 17, wherein said 
notification message is provided to said one or more designated persons in accordance 
with preference information specified by each of said one or more designated 
persons(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col. 3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 19, Stevens teaches the apparatus of claim 17, wherein said 
endpoint is identified based on a telephone number of a calling party associated with 
said communication(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 20, Stevens teaches the apparatus of claim 17, wherein said 
endpoint is identified based on an address associated with said communication(Fig.2, 
col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 21, Stevens teaches the apparatus of claim 17 wherein said 
event is an emergency that has been reported to a receiver(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and 
col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 22, Stevens teaches the apparatus of claim 1.7, wherein said 
event is a telephone call that has been 

placed to a help desk(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 23, Stevens teaches the apparatus of claim 1.7, wherein said 
processor is further configured to receive at least one response to said notification 
message(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 24, Stevens teaches the apparatus of claim 17, wherein said 
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processor is further configured to receive at least one status update(Fig.2, col.2 lines 
34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 25, Stevens teaches the apparatus of claim 17 wherein said 
processor is further configured to 

dispatch an appropriate response to said communication(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and 
col.3 lines 12-36). 

Regarding claim 26. Stevens teaches an article of manufacture for providing a 
notification of an event(Fig.l), said article of manufacture comprising a machine 
readable medium containing one or more programs which when executed implement 
the steps of: receiving a communication and determining an originating endpoint 
address on a network associated with said communication^ 70 or 11 OA Fig.1 is 
originating endpoint address and col. 4 lines 20-48); 

identifying one or more designated persons associated with said originating endpoint 
address associated with said communication wherein at least one of said designated 
persons is not a sender of said communication(//o/.2; designated recipient is associated 
with originating endpoint address; furthermore, the weather service sends the 
communication, not the subscriber), 

generating a notification message and sending said notification message to each of said 
one or more designated persons(Fig.2, col.2 lines 34-49, and col.3 lines 12-36). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 07/13/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., the weather service designates one or more persons to receive the information, 
are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of 
the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

The claims merely recites "identifying one or more designated persons 
associated with said originating endpoint address with said communication..." The 
claims do not recite how the identifying is performed and therefore Stevens reads on the 
claims as his weather system identifies the subscriber as someone that receives the 
communication through input. 

In regards to applicant's argument of Steven's not teaching "the one or more 
designated persons associated with the originating endpoint address with said 
communication", it is noted that the term 'associated' is broad enough that anyone who 
receives the communication is associated with the originating endpoint address. 

Furthermore, the added amended limitation does not further narrow the scope of 
the claim because the subscriber in Stevens is not the sender of said communication as 
he is remote from the sending system. To clarify, if the subscriber was the sender of the 
communication, there would be no need for the subscriber to receive warnings, alerts, 
etc., however receiving warnings and alerts is the basis of Stevens invention. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph T. Phan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7544. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571 ) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. / 



JTP 

September 27, 2006 





CRBGHTON SMITH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



